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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Byrne (US 
5,941,720) and Byrne ((US 5,171,159) - multiple reference MPEP, 2131. 01. 

With regard to claims 1, 2, 3 t 4, 5, Byrne disclose (Fig. 1) a power strip comprising: 

two or more spaced-apart socket sections (150) each having a set of terminal insertion 

holes for insertion of plug terminals of a power -cable or the like, and 

a flexible cover section (142) of substantially tubular shape with corrugations that 

perpendicularly intersect the longitudinal direction of the cover section and substantially covers 

and interconnects the socket sections. 

With regard to claims 10, 1 1 , -12 Byrne (5,941 ,720) presents the geometrical 

relationships of claims 10, 11,-12, since sets of sockets can be disposed along imaginary line 

(Fig. 1) and along the line being perpendicular to the imaginary line (Fig. 8). Also, Byrne (US 5, 

171,159) disclose (col. 5, lines31-33). 

Claims 1-6, 8, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Boundy. 
With regard to claims 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5 Boundy (US 4,278, 834) disclose (Fig. 9-11) a power strip 
comprising: 

two or more spaced-apart socket sections (126) each having a set of terminal insertion 
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holes for insertion of plug terminals of a power cable or the like, and 

a flexible cover section (131) of substantially tubular shape with corrugations that 
perpendicularly intersect the longitudinal direction of the cover section and substantially covers 
and interconnects the socket sections. 

With regard to claims 6,8, Boundy discloses (Fig. 9-1 1 ) that the bumps and dips have an 
undulation shape that fits into the corrugations of the cover Section or joint section. 
With regard to claim 1 3 Boundy discloses that the joint section or cover section is 
integrally connected and fastened to the socket section (col. 4, lines 61-63). 

Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese 
Document 09—63723. 

Document 09—63723 (Fig. 1) presents the geometrical relationships of claims 10-12, 
since sets of sockets 4 and 5 being disposed on lines mutually perpendicular. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 7,9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Byrne in 

view of Dearman. 

Byrne does not explicitly disclose structural features of socket section attachment to the cover 



section or joint section. 
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Dearman (US 4,615,574) discloses (Fig. 1-4) bumps and dips (29) on peripheral surface of the 
socket section and the end of cover section being formed without corrugations.. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to fix the cover section to the socket using Dearman's features , as taught 
by Dearman, to make the connection reenterable and hence convenient for maintenance. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alexander D. Gilman whose telephone number is 571 272-2004. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571 272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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